
TIPS ON AIRBRUSHING  
   

Good airbrushing technique evolves as you gain experience using it. You will find that your finger and wrist 
control are important in achieving good results with an airbrush. The distance between the tip of the airbrush 

and the surface to be painted is also very important.  If the tip gets too close to the surface to much paint will be 
applied resulting in paint runs. If the tip is to far away the paint will dry as it hits the surface of the model  

resulting in what is commonly called the orange peel effect as the painted surface will appear rough, almost as 
though fine sand particles were deposited onto the painted surface.  The orange peel effect can also be caused by 
bad thinner, or the wrong thinner, old paint,  painting in a high humidity environment (above 55-60 percent) or 
airbrushing with high pressure air. I usually set the pressure regulator on my air tank to 15psi –20psi for general 

airbrushing and for corners and around protrusions I reduce it to 10 psi.    
 
Flat surfaces are the easiest to paint as you can simply sweep back and forth across the surface to get light coats. 
Push the air button before the paint tip hits the surface, continue across the surface and then after the airbrush tip 

leaves the surface release the air button.  Do not try to achieve complete coverage in one airbrushing session.  
Usually two or three light, thin coats are better than one thick coat. For surfaces that have corners, protrusions or 

elevated surfaces, lower the air pressure and carefully apply light coats rotating the airbrush so that the paint 
emitting from the airbrush tip will hit the intended area head on.  If the paint hits the surface at an angle you may 

get the orange peel effect in some tight areas due to over spray so be careful how you position the tip of the  
airbrush as you apply the paint.        

 
If you are going to use more than one color during an airbrushing session you can clean out the airbrush and 

paint bottle connection point with a Q–Tip soaked with thinner and by running thinner through the airbrush to 
remove the paint from the inside areas.  I can usually do this three or four times during an airbrush session  

before I need to actually take the airbrush apart to clean it and remove the dried paint which is clogging the tiny 
tip. After each airbrushing session take the time to disassemble your airbrush and clean all the parts by soaking 
them in thinner. Every few months I also soak the parts in lacquer just to be sure tiny paint residue is removed.  

If you take care of your airbrush it will last for years. Also if your airbrush has seals, bearings and washers, 
which are usually Teflon, buy spares and replace them every fix months.    










